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As the international community struggles to respond to the military escalation in Libya, neighboring 

Tunisia has also been forced to respond to the challenges caused by the ongoing hostilities. In Egypt, 

the Parliament has approved changes to the constitution that will, if approved by public 

referendum, grant the President further power. 

 

Elsewhere, the Algerian regime continues to struggle to rebound from recent difficulties, the 

Moroccan position on Western Sahara has received a boost from abroad, and Mauritania has 

announced an official date for its Presidential elections in June 2019.  
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Algeria 
 

The political fallout to Algeria’s old regime continues. A key figure, Tayeb Belaiz, the President of 

Algeria’s constitutional council, resigned (Le Monde)1. Meanwhile, Abdelmalek Sellal and Abdelghani 

Zaalane, both former Ministers and campaign directors for Bouteflika’s Presidential campaign, have 

been put under investigation for mismanagement of campaign funds (Observ Algérie)2.  

 

Civil unrest has also continued, with reports of unidentified security forces intruding upon Algiers 

Law School during a strike to demand the names of those protestors (Huffpost Algérie)3. 

 

Egypt 
 

The Egyptian Parliament has approved changes to the Egyptian constitution that have extended the 

mandate of President Al-Sissi until 2024, and his Presidency until 2030, and have also bolstered the 

strength of the Egyptian military (Jeune Afrique)4. The proposed constitutional changes will now be 

put to a public referendum for final approval, at a date as soon as 20-22 April 2019 (Asharq Al-

Awsat)5. The constitutional amendments have met a mixed international response, with Amnesty 

International among others expressing worry over the precedent of the change (Amnesty 

International)6. 

 

In other news, in small respite for neighboring Sudan, Egypt has announced that under an 

agreement with the Sudanese Health Ministry, Egyptian medical convoys will treat foreign patients 

diagnosed with Hepatitis C over the coming weeks (Al Monitor)7. 

 

Libya 
 

The ongoing fighting in and around Libya’s capital, Tripoli, has resulted in more than 100 casualties 

and 500 injuries according to its mayor (The Libya Observer)8. Al-Sarraj, chairman of the Presidential 

Council, and head of the Tripoli-based Government of National Accord, has chaired a meeting of the 

emergency committee formed to manage the crisis (The Libya Observer)9. He has also issued a 

warning to Europe, insofar as he anticipates that the fighting will cause a surge in the number of 

                                                
1 https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/04/16/algerie-demission-du-president-du-conseil-
constitutionnel_5450966_3212.html 
2 https://www.observalgerie.com/actualite-algerie/politique/fonds-pour-la-campagne-de-bouteflika-sellal-et-zaalane-
devant-la-justice/ 
3 https://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/entry/faculte-de-droit-a-alger-la-bri-accusee-de-vouloir-traumatiser-les-
etudiants_mg_5cb7739ae4b096f7d2db70b2?0rq&fbclid=IwAR1-tGbAOFF-C-Wc_f1RjGC2ieYa-UPjN-
ZBP2jIOJXKsW0Q4c13ibWkYD8 
4 https://www.jeuneafrique.com/763865/politique/egypte-le-parlement-prolonge-le-mandat-du-president-abdel-fattah-
al-sissi-jusquen-2024/ 
5 https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1683676/egypt-hold-referendum-constitutional-amendments 
6 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/04/egypt-parliaments-approval-of-constitutional-amendments-
demonstrates-their-complete-disregard-for-human-rights/ 
7 https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/04/egypt-launches-initiative-treatment-hepatitis-c-for-africans.html 
8 https://www.libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/100-people-killed-nearly-500-injured-attack-capital-tripolis-mayor-confirms 
9 https://www.libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/pc-head-heads-reviews-actions-required-current-stage 
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https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/04/16/algerie-demission-du-president-du-conseil-constitutionnel_5450966_3212.html
https://www.observalgerie.com/actualite-algerie/politique/fonds-pour-la-campagne-de-bouteflika-sellal-et-zaalane-devant-la-justice/
https://www.observalgerie.com/actualite-algerie/politique/fonds-pour-la-campagne-de-bouteflika-sellal-et-zaalane-devant-la-justice/
https://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/entry/faculte-de-droit-a-alger-la-bri-accusee-de-vouloir-traumatiser-les-etudiants_mg_5cb7739ae4b096f7d2db70b2?0rq&fbclid=IwAR1-tGbAOFF-C-Wc_f1RjGC2ieYa-UPjN-ZBP2jIOJXKsW0Q4c13ibWkYD8
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https://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/entry/faculte-de-droit-a-alger-la-bri-accusee-de-vouloir-traumatiser-les-etudiants_mg_5cb7739ae4b096f7d2db70b2?0rq&fbclid=IwAR1-tGbAOFF-C-Wc_f1RjGC2ieYa-UPjN-ZBP2jIOJXKsW0Q4c13ibWkYD8
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/763865/politique/egypte-le-parlement-prolonge-le-mandat-du-president-abdel-fattah-al-sissi-jusquen-2024/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/763865/politique/egypte-le-parlement-prolonge-le-mandat-du-president-abdel-fattah-al-sissi-jusquen-2024/
https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1683676/egypt-hold-referendum-constitutional-amendments
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/04/egypt-parliaments-approval-of-constitutional-amendments-demonstrates-their-complete-disregard-for-human-rights/
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migrants fleeing Libya to Europe (The Guardian)10.  In response to these recent developments, Italy, 

Libya’s former colonial power, has demanded an immediate cease-fire in Libya (Euronews)11. The 

International Rescue Committee has also intervened to call for action from Europe and the US to 

prevent further escalation (Africanews)12.  

 

However, the eastern Libyan Parliament, the House of Representatives, has said that forces will 

continue to push in the Tripoli offensive (FRANCE24)13. But there has been some dissent here, with 

reports that some members of the House have criticized their colleagues for appearing to incite war 

(The Libya Observer)14. 

  

Mauritania 
 

The first round of Mauritanian Presidential elections has been confirmed for Saturday 22 June 2019 

(CRIDEM)15. As part of its preparations, the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI) 

launched training sessions for regional and local commissions within Mauritania (L’Authentique)16.  

 

Due to ongoing argument about the neutrality of CENI, the government has entered negotiation 

with opposition parties regarding the rules of procedure of CENI, and the representativeness of 

opposition candidates within it (L’Authentique)17. However, the government also told the opposition 

that to grant them 5 seats in CENI, would require postponing national elections until June of next 

year (Sahara Media)18.  

 

In other news, one of the prominent Presidential candidates, Boubacar, has received further support 

via the backing of a prominent opinion group, including former politicians and intellectuals 

(CRIDEM)19.   

 

Morocco 
 

In a boost to Morocco, the Vice-President of the Czech Senate publicly stated that Morocco’s 

position on Western Sahara represents a “durable” solution (2M)20. Again, on this issue, the 

Moroccan Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Nasser Bourita, reaffirmed that 

                                                
10 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/apr/15/fighting-in-libya-will-create-huge-number-of-refugees-pm-warns 
11 https://www.euronews.com/2019/04/16/italian-prime-minister-calls-for-immediate-cease-fire-in-libya 
12 https://www.africanews.com/2019/04/18/international-rescue-committee-irc-calls-for-action-from-europe-and-us-as-
conflict-in-tripoli-libya-worsens/ 
13 https://www.france24.com/en/20190414-libya-eastern-parliament-forces-tripoli-haftar-gaddafi-european-union 
14 https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/hor-members-tripoli-criticise-colleagues-statements-inciting-war 
15 http://www.cridem.org/C_Info.php?article=722388 
16 http://www.lauthentic.info/Urgent/article/President-CENI-les-prochaines-elections-presidentielles-constituent-une 
17 http://www.lauthentic.info/Divers/article/Mauritanie-vers-une-modification-du-reglement-de-la-Ceni 
18 https://www.saharamedias.net/fr/mauritanie-le-gouvernement-estime-que-les-doleances-de-lopposition-peuvent-
entrainer-un-report-des-elections/ 
19 http://www.cridem.org/C_Info.php?article=722400 
20 http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/m-oberfalzer-linitiative-marocaine-dautonomie-represente-une-solution-durable-au-
conflit-autour-du-sahara-20190417/ 
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Morocco wants a realistic solution to the Sahara that is in line with preceding UN Security Council 

resolutions (H24 Info)21.  

 

In other news, Morocco has been elected President of the African Regional Forum on Sustainable 

Development (2M)22.  And the first university dedicated to “Gender Equality in Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights”, whereby the topic of human rights in Morocco can be discussed was opened in 

Rabat (2M)23.  

 

Tunisia 
 

The events in neighbouring Libya have dominated Tunisian news this week, as Tunisia has been in a 

state of alert due to the nearby conflict (BBC)24. Many people injured in the fighting near Tripoli have 

been transferred to hospitals in Tunisia for treatment (Tunisie Numérique)25. Additionally, more than 

10 French “diplomats” were intercepted at the Tunisian-Libya border bearing arms (Huffpost)26.   

 

Elsewhere, the IMF has promised Tunisia 247 million dollars to help the Tunisian budget deficit 

(Kapitalis)27. And Tunisia has maintained its number one position in the Arab world for press 

freedom according to Reports Without Borders (Réalités)28.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
21 https://www.h24info.ma/actu/bourita-le-maroc-veut-une-solution-realiste-a-la-question-du-sahara/ 
22 http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/marrakech-le-maroc-elu-president-du-forum-regional-africain-sur-le-developpement-
durable-20190417/ 
23 http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/ouverture-de-la-premiere-universite-sur-legalite-homme-femme-dans-les-droits-
economiques-sociaux-et-culturels-20190417/ 
24 https://www.bbc.com/afrique/region-47974814 
25 https://www.tunisienumerique.com/tunisie-des-blesses-libyens-hospitalises-dans-les-cliniques-tunisiennes/ 
26 https://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/entry/armes-des-diplomates-francais-bloques-a-ras-jedir-le-ministere-de-la-
defense-et-lambassade-de-france-en-tunisie-livrent-de-nouveaux-details_mg_5cb5a8bfe4b082aab08bd2c5 
27 http://kapitalis.com/tunisie/2019/04/18/financement-la-tunisie-decroche-le-sla-du-fmi/ 
28 https://www.realites.com.tn/2019/04/liberte-de-la-presse-la-tunisie-progresse-mais-encore-du-pain-sur-la-planche/ 
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