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Horst	Köhler,	the	UN	Special	Envoy	for	the	Western	Sahara,	resigns	sparking	statements		by	both	
Morocco	and	Algeria,	the	latter	of	which	has	continued	to	crackdown	against	former	regime	figures	

accused	of	corruption.	

An	attack	against	a	tourist	bus	in	Egypt	was	widely	condemned,	while	violence	continued	in	Libya	
despite	growing	international	condemnation.	In	Mauritania,	the	detention	of	two	bloggers	has	made	

many	headlines,	while	in	Tunisia	there	has	been	further	protests.	
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Algeria	
	
As	part	of	the	series	of	arrest	against	former-regime	figures	and	corruption,	the	former	Minister	of	
Industry,	Abdeslam	Bouchouareb,	who	is	being	investigated	for	instances	of	corruption,	is	reportedly	
evading	 authorities	 in	 Lebanon	 (Observ	 Algérie)1.	 Mouad	 Bouchareb,	 President	 of	 the	 National	
People’s	Assembly	(AFN),	was	prevented	from	hosting	a	meeting	of	the	first	chamber	office	after	the	
ruling	National	 Liberation	 Front	 party	 decided	 to	 freeze	 the	AFN’s	 activities	 (Jeune	Afrique)2.	 	 The	
Algerian	 Union	 of	 Journalists	 also	 organized	 a	 protest	 against	 assaults	 on	 journalists	 by	 law	
enforcement	(Observ	Algérie)3.	
	
In	other	news,	Algeria	was	officially	declared	malaria-free,	one	of	only	 two	countries	 in	Africa,	 the	
other	being	Mauritius,	to	have	such	a	status	(RFI	Afrique)4.	And,	 in	light	of	the	resignation	of	Horst	
Köhler,	 the	UN	 Special	 Envoy	 for	 the	Western	 Sahara,	 Algeria	 expressed	 its	 ‘deep	 regret’	 (Algérie	
Patriotique)5.		
	

Egypt	
	
At	least	17	people	were	injured	in	an	explosion	that	targeted	a	tourist	bus	near	the	pyramids	of	Giza	
(La	 Libre)6.	 In	 an	 apparent	 retaliatory	 action,	 12	 suspected	 Islamist	 militants	 were	 later	 killed	 by	
Egyptian	 authorities,	 though	 it	 is	 unclear	 if	 these	 particular	 militants	 were	 connected	 to	 the	
aforementioned	incident	(Reuters)7.		
	
In	other	news,	Egypt	has	 signed	a	deal	with	a	Cypriot	 firm	 to	 lay	a	310-kilometre	cable	under	 the	
Mediterranean	Sea	to	export	electricity	to	Europe	(Arab	News)8.	
	

Libya	
	
As	more	international	actors	including	Canada,	Malta	and	neighboring	Tunisia,	have	weighed	in	with	
statements	regarding	the	conflict	 in	and	around	Tripoli,	Ghassan	Salamé,	the	UN	Special	Envoy	for	
Libya,	has	expressed	concern	with	the	international	approach	to	the	conflict	(Africanews;	The	Libya	
Observer)9.	 He	 claimed	 that	 the	 international	 community	 lacks	 the	 moral	 motivation	 to	 end	 the	

                                                
1	https://www.observalgerie.com/actualite-algerie/algerie-abdeslam-bouchouareb-serait-en-fuite-au-liban/	
2	https://www.jeuneafrique.com/778500/politique/algerie-des-deputes-fln-empechent-mouad-bouchareb-de-presider-
2	https://www.jeuneafrique.com/778500/politique/algerie-des-deputes-fln-empechent-mouad-bouchareb-de-presider-
une-reunion-a-lassemblee/	
3	https://www.observalgerie.com/actualite-algerie/algerie-des-journalistes-agresses-lors-des-marches-populaires-a-alger/	
4	http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20190522-fin-epidemie-paludisme-algerie	
5	https://www.algeriepatriotique.com/2019/05/23/demission-de-horst-kohler-lalgerie-exprime-son-profond-regret/ 
6	https://www.lalibre.be/actu/international/egypte-explosion-visant-un-bus-de-touristes-a-proximite-des-pyramides-
video-5ce15620d8ad586467c8699f	
7	https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-security/egyptian-security-forces-kill-12-suspected-militants-after-bus-
bombing-idUSKCN1SQ0ZD	
8	http://www.arabnews.com/node/1501106/business-economy 
9	https://www.africanews.com/2019/05/22/canada-concerned-by-situation-in-libya/;	
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/malta-no-military-solution-libya’s-crisis;	https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/al-sarraj-
reviews-current-conditions-libya-tunisian-president		
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Libyan	war,	and	views	the	country	as	a	prize	to	be	captured	(The	Guardian)10.	This	comes	as	French	
President,	Emmanuel	Macron,	was	reportedly	told	by	Khalifa	Haftar	that	he	does	not	intend	to	look	
for	a	ceasefire	for	now	(Reuters)11.	
	
Meanwhile,	 humanitarian	 organizations	 have	 continued	 to	 express	 alarm	 and	 concern	 at	 the	
deteriorating	 conditions	 for	 migrants	 and	 refugees	 detained	 in	 detention	 camps	 in	 and	 around	
Tripoli,	demanding	that	they	be	evacuated	as	soon	as	possible	(Euronews)12.	
	

Mauritania	
	
Two	bloggers	in	Mauritania	were	detained	without	charge,	leading	their	lawyers	to	call	upon	the	UN	
Working	Group	 on	Arbitrary	Detention	 to	 act	 for	 their	 release	 (L’Authentique)13.	 These	 calls	were	
also	echoed	by	Amnesty	International	(Sahara	Medias)14.	Aminata	Kane,	a	Mauritanian	TV	journalist,	
and	her	technician-fitter	were	suspended	for	criticizing	President	Aziz	(C.R.I.D.E.M.)15.		
	
In	 other	 news,	 the	 electoral	 alliance	 of	 the	 opposition	 parties	 has	 accused	 the	 government	 of	
causing	a	‘hold-up’	of	the	election	process	(Sahara	Medias)16.	Birame	Dah	Abeid	has	also	called	for	a	
campaign	of	solidarity	among	the	political	opposition	(L’Authentique)17.	
	

Morocco	
	
After	only	20	months	in	office,	Horst	Köhler,	the	UN	Special	Envoy	for	the	Western	Sahara,	resigned,	
Morocco	released	a	statement	 thanking	him	and	wishing	him	well	 for	 the	 future	 (Yabiladi)18.	Also,	
regarding	the	Western	Sahara,	the	Peruvian	Council	for	Solidarity	with	the	Sahrawi	Arab	Democratic	
Republic	 (RASD),	 has	 revised	 its	 position	 concluding	 that	 the	 options	 proposed	 by	 the	 RASD	 for	
referendum	 and	 independence	 are	 currently	 unrealistic	 and	 unviable,	 and	 that	 the	 RASD	 should	
instead	align	their	position	with	that	of	the	UN	Security	Council	(Le360)19.		
	
There	has	been	widespread	anger	and	indignation	in	Moroccan	civil	society	due	to	the	release	of	the	
preliminary	 results	 of	 the	 second	 National	 Survey	 on	 the	 Prevalence	 of	 Violence	 Against	Women	

                                                
10	https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/may/22/international-community-lacks-moral-motivation-to-end-libyan-
civil-war	
11	https://www.reuters.com/article/us-libya-security-haftar-france/libyan-commander-haftar-told-macron-no-ceasefire-
for-now-french-presidency-idUSKCN1SS23F	
12	https://www.euronews.com/2019/05/20/they-sprayed-the-room-with-bullets-migrants-in-libyan-detention-centres-
living-in-fear 
13	http://www.lauthentic.info/Social/article/Mauritanie-deux-blogueurs-detenus-saisissent-l-ONU	
14	https://www.saharamedias.net/fr/une-organisation-internationale-demande-la-liberation-de-2-blogueurs-mauritaniens-
en-detention/	
15	http://www.cridem.org/C_Info.php?article=723622	
16	https://www.saharamedias.net/fr/mauritanie-lopposition-accuse-le-pouvoir-de-vouloir-prendre-en-otage-les-elections/	
17	http://www.lauthentic.info/Politique/article/Birame-Dah-Abeid-appelle-a-une-campagne-electorale-solidaire-entre-les 
18	https://www.yabiladi.com/articles/details/78642/sahara-maroc-a-t-il-joue-role.html	
19	http://fr.le360.ma/politique/exclusif-sahara-la-cinglante-gifle-peruvienne-a-la-rasd-190761	
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(2M)20.	On	 this	 topic	however,	 Spanish	authorities	have	decided	 to	 reopen	cases	of	 sexual	 assault	
perpetrated	against	Moroccan	seasonal	workers,	in	a	move	that	was	praised	(Yabiladi)21.	
	

Tunisia	
	
There	were	reports	of	clashes	between	the	police	and	several	local	taxi	drivers	outside	the	trial	court	
in	 Kasserine,	 the	 latter	 of	which	were	 protesting	 for	 the	 releases	 of	 both	 the	 President	 and	Vice-
President	of	the	Union	of	Taxi	Drivers	 (Tunisie	Numérique)22.	Moncef	Kartas,	a	UN	expert	that	was	
imprisoned	on	suspicion	of	spying,	was	released	by	Tunisian	authorities	(Le	Point)23.	
	
The	government	has	decided	that	the	controversial	draft	law	on	heritage	will	not	be	voted	on	during	
its	current	mandate	(Mosaique	FM)24.	But	there	were	also	reports	that	a	café	owner	was	arrested	for	
opening	his	café	during	the	holy	month	of	Ramadan	(Business	News)25.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

                                                
20	http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/enquete-de-prevalence-de-la-violence-a-legard-des-femmes-la-societe-civile-sindigne-
20190522/	
21	https://www.yabiladi.com/articles/details/78615/huelva-gate-justice-ordonne-reouverture.html	
22	https://www.tunisienumerique.com/tunisie-usage-du-gaz-lacrymogene-contre-des-chauffeurs-de-taxis-a-kasserine/	
23	https://www.lepoint.fr/afrique/tunisie-une-etrange-affaire-d-espionnage-22-05-2019-2314260_3826.php	
24	https://www.mosaiquefm.net/fr/actualite-national-tunisie/547036/egalite-dans-l-heritage-six-mois-apres-l-impasse	
25	http://www.businessnews.com.tn/pour-avoir-ouvert-pendant-ramadan-un-proprietaire-de-cafe-devant-la-
justice,520,87966,3?fbclid=IwAR27Jn4isCpjrBd8v32Nb-GSpA8mEraxpO6Mwh1JYuls6ZSqliXiiABIr1A 

About:	
This	 is	 a	 weekly,	 non-exhaustive	 snapshot	 of	 regional,	 and	 international	
news	 regarding	 the	 politics	 of	 the	 North	 African	 region.	 Selections	
demonstrate	 varying	 perspectives	 and	 opinions	 from	 French,	 Arabic	 and	
English	media	sources.	Taking	such	an	approach	enables	regional	trends	to	
be	 observed	 and	 documented	 so	 they	 may	 be	 used	 and	 applied	 in	 our	
detailed	research	projects.	
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