
     Weekly Insights 
 

BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR RESEARCH AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

 

(LesEco, 2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

North Africa: News from the Region  
22/03/2019-28/03/2019 

 

More information regarding the UN-organized National Conference in Libya has emerged as various 

domestic and international commentators have lined-up to support the initiative. Upcoming 

elections In Mauritania have featured in news there, whilst the lack of Presidential elections in 

Algeria have provoked unprecedented calls from the Algerian army for Bouteflika to resign. In 

Tunisia, the anticipated report by the Truth and Dignity Commission has found evidence that 

President Essebsi was complicit in torture, Egyptian officials have publicly argued with the editorial-

line of the BBC, and new political developments have emerged regarding the Western Sahara 

dispute following a ministerial conference between African Union leaders in Marrakech. 
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Algeria 

 

In Algeria, the head of the army, Ahmed Gaïd Salah, suggested the implementation of Article 102 of 

the Constitution, which allows the dismissal of the President for medical reasons (France24)1. 

Meanwhile, the RND (Rassemblement National Démocratique), Bouteflika's main party ally, called 

for his resignation (Le Monde)2. 

 

Furthermore, Gaïd Salah has given instructions to prevent certain politicians and businessmen from 

leaving the country (Algérie Direct)3, including former prime minister Ahmed Ouyahia 

(Mondafrique)4. And all Algerian diplomats’ passports issued in the past 10 years have allegedly been 

seized (ObservAlgerie)5. 

 

Egypt 

 

The Egypt’s State Information Service (SIS) accused the BBC of promoting the “Muslim Brotherhood 

terrorist group” in an article published on the BBC’s Arabic-language website and called on Egyptian 

officials to boycott the BBC (Egyptian Streets)6. Meanwhile, Egyptian human rights activists called on 

the United States officials to raise awareness of the democratic and human rights situation in Egypt7.  

 

Concerning the country’s external relations, Egypt signed three Memorandums of Understanding 

(MoU) with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in an effort to enhance cooperate in several areas 

(Khaleej Times)8. 

 

Libya 

 

The UN Security Council fully backs the upcoming Libyan National Conference (The Libya Observer)9. 

Similarly, Libya’s Grand Mufti says he supports the UN-sponsored National Conference to the extent 

                                                
1
 https://www.france24.com/fr/20190326-direct-algerie-chef-armee-president-bouteflika-inapte-constitution-article102  

2
 https://lemde.fr/2FExLBS  

3
 https://bit.ly/2CPAfwu  

4
 https://mondafrique.com/algerie-ahmed-ouyahia-interdit-de-quitter-le-territoire/  

5
 https://www.observalgerie.com/actualite-algerie/la-une/algerie-exclusif-diplomates-algeriens-prives-passeports-

diplomatiques/  
6
 https://egyptianstreets.com/2019/03/25/egypt-calls-for-boycott-of-bbc-after-anti-sisi-report/  

7
 https://wapo.st/2U5v06y  

8
 https://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/uae-egypt-sign-threemous-to-advance-cooperation-  

https://www.france24.com/fr/20190326-direct-algerie-chef-armee-president-bouteflika-inapte-constitution-article102
https://lemde.fr/2FExLBS
https://bit.ly/2CPAfwu
https://mondafrique.com/algerie-ahmed-ouyahia-interdit-de-quitter-le-territoire/
https://www.observalgerie.com/actualite-algerie/la-une/algerie-exclusif-diplomates-algeriens-prives-passeports-diplomatiques/
https://www.observalgerie.com/actualite-algerie/la-une/algerie-exclusif-diplomates-algeriens-prives-passeports-diplomatiques/
https://egyptianstreets.com/2019/03/25/egypt-calls-for-boycott-of-bbc-after-anti-sisi-report/
https://wapo.st/2U5v06y
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/uae-egypt-sign-threemous-to-advance-cooperation-
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that the UN mission in Libya issues details and logistic arrangements beforehand (The Libya 

Observer)10. Ghassan Salamé, the UN envoy to Libya, announced the existence of seven fake lists of 

participants for the National Conference (The Libya Observer)11. 

 

Regarding human rights, Federica Mogherini asked to shut down the migrant shelters in Libya on the 

grounds of violent and horrific practices (The Libya Observer12; The Guardian13). Furthermore, EU 

ambassadors denounced human rights and international law violations in Libya and urged 

authorities to bring the perpetrators of such violations to justice (The Libyan Express)14.  

 

In other news, migrants hijacked a cargo ship which rescued them in the Mediterranean Sea and 

forced the crew to bring them to Europe (ABC Australia)15. And the Tripoli-based Ministry of Interior 

(MoI) decided to temporarily suspend the right to political demonstrations, for security reasons 

(Libya Herald)16.  

 

Mauritania 

 

Regarding Mauritania’s next presidential elections, former Prime Minister and ambassador Sidi 

Mohamed Ould Boubacar will be running for presidency in June 2019. Opposition parties, including 

Tewassoul, announced their support for him (L’Authentique)17. The opposition accused the 

government of being reluctant to answer the correspondence that they sent to the Minister of 

Interior on the upcoming elections and asked for the re-composition of the electoral commission 

(Sahara Media)18.  

 

                                                                                                                                                  
9
 https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/un-security-council-voices-support-forthcoming-libyan-national-conference  

10
 https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/grand-mufti-we-are-not-against-un-backed-national-conference  

11
 https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/un-envoy-libya-warns-7-fake-lists-national-conference-participants  

12
 https://www.libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/eus-foreign-policy-chief-demands-closure-migrant-shelters-libya  

13
 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/25/refugees-face-routine-sexual-violence-in-libyan-detention-centres-

report  
14

 https://www.libyanexpress.com/eu-ambassadors-urge-haftar-to-bring-perpetrators-of-violations-to-justice/  
15

 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-28/rescued-migrants-hijack-merchant-ship-off-libya/10949882  
16

 https://www.libyaherald.com/2019/03/25/%EF%BB%BFmoi-temporarily-suspends-right-to-demonstrate-due-to-
security-conditions/  
17

 http://www.lauthentic.info/Politique/article/Presidentielle-2019-Ould-Boubacar-annonce-sa-candidature  
18

 https://www.saharamedias.net/fr/mauritanie-lopposition-accuse-le-gouvernement-de-mauvaise-volonte-et-demande-
la-recomposition-de-la-commission-electorale/  

https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/un-security-council-voices-support-forthcoming-libyan-national-conference
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/grand-mufti-we-are-not-against-un-backed-national-conference
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/news/un-envoy-libya-warns-7-fake-lists-national-conference-participants
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/eus-foreign-policy-chief-demands-closure-migrant-shelters-libya
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/25/refugees-face-routine-sexual-violence-in-libyan-detention-centres-report
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/25/refugees-face-routine-sexual-violence-in-libyan-detention-centres-report
https://www.libyanexpress.com/eu-ambassadors-urge-haftar-to-bring-perpetrators-of-violations-to-justice/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-28/rescued-migrants-hijack-merchant-ship-off-libya/10949882
https://www.libyaherald.com/2019/03/25/%EF%BB%BFmoi-temporarily-suspends-right-to-demonstrate-due-to-security-conditions/
https://www.libyaherald.com/2019/03/25/%EF%BB%BFmoi-temporarily-suspends-right-to-demonstrate-due-to-security-conditions/
http://www.lauthentic.info/Politique/article/Presidentielle-2019-Ould-Boubacar-annonce-sa-candidature
https://www.saharamedias.net/fr/mauritanie-lopposition-accuse-le-gouvernement-de-mauvaise-volonte-et-demande-la-recomposition-de-la-commission-electorale/
https://www.saharamedias.net/fr/mauritanie-lopposition-accuse-le-gouvernement-de-mauvaise-volonte-et-demande-la-recomposition-de-la-commission-electorale/
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Also, two bloggers close to the opposition were charged and imprisoned for false accusations against 

Mauritanian President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz. In these past months, the bloggers published on 

Facebook information about the freezing of presumed assets of the President in Dubai (Cridem)19.  

 

Morocco 

 

Regarding Morocco’s foreign affairs, King Abdullah II, Sovereign of the Hashemite Kingdom of 

Jordan, arrived in Casablanca for a visit of friendship and work to Morocco at the invitation of King 

Mohammed VI (2M)20. The Moroccan Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, 

Nasser Bourita, affirmed that foreign policy is a “matter of sovereignty” for Morocco and 

coordination with the Gulf countries “must be done on both sides” (Le360)21.  

 

Also, the Personal Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for Western Sahara, Horst Kohler, suggested 

to organize a third roundtable with the parties involved in the conflict (Morocco World News)22. The 

37 African countries, which took part in the ministerial conference in Marrakech regarding support 

of the African Union to the UN political process on the regional dispute over the Sahara, agreed to 

reaffirm the exclusivity of the United Nations in the search for a political solution to this question 

(2M)23.  

 

Tunisia 

 

After multiple postponements and political pressures, the Truth and Dignity Commission (IVD) 

published its final report (RFI)24. The report accuses President Beji Caid Essebsi of complicity in 

torture when he was serving as a minister in the regime of Habib Bourguiba (The Guardian)25. 

Meanwhile, Belhassen Trabelsi, son-in-law of former President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali who had been 

                                                
19

 http://www.cridem.org/C_Info.php?article=721787  
20

 http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/arrivee-au-maroc-du-roi-abdallah-ii-de-jordanie-pour-une-visite-damitie-et-de-travail-
20190327/  
21

 http://fr.le360.ma/politique/bourita-la-coordination-avec-les-pays-du-golfe-doit-se-faire-de-part-et-dautre-186954  
22

 https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/268727/western-sahara-kohler-plans-to-invite-parties-to-3rd-
roundtable/  
23

 http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/conference-ministerielle-africaine-voici-les-points-sur-lesquels-se-sont-accordes-le-maroc-
et-36-pays-20190325/  
24

 http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20190327-tunisie-instance-verite-dignite-remet-son-rapport  
25

 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/26/tunisian-president-accused-of-complicity-in-torture-report  

http://www.cridem.org/C_Info.php?article=721787
http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/arrivee-au-maroc-du-roi-abdallah-ii-de-jordanie-pour-une-visite-damitie-et-de-travail-20190327/
http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/arrivee-au-maroc-du-roi-abdallah-ii-de-jordanie-pour-une-visite-damitie-et-de-travail-20190327/
http://fr.le360.ma/politique/bourita-la-coordination-avec-les-pays-du-golfe-doit-se-faire-de-part-et-dautre-186954
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/268727/western-sahara-kohler-plans-to-invite-parties-to-3rd-roundtable/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2019/03/268727/western-sahara-kohler-plans-to-invite-parties-to-3rd-roundtable/
http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/conference-ministerielle-africaine-voici-les-points-sur-lesquels-se-sont-accordes-le-maroc-et-36-pays-20190325/
http://www.2m.ma/fr/news/conference-ministerielle-africaine-voici-les-points-sur-lesquels-se-sont-accordes-le-maroc-et-36-pays-20190325/
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20190327-tunisie-instance-verite-dignite-remet-son-rapport
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/mar/26/tunisian-president-accused-of-complicity-in-torture-report
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accused of fraud and money laundering, has been released on bail by French authorities (Tunisie 

Numérique)26. 

 

In other news, following the death of 15 newborns two weeks ago27, the government is working to 

reform the public health sector (Attessia)28. And Tunis is hosting the Arab League Summit from the 

26th to the 31st of March (Huffpost Maghreb)29.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
26

 https://www.tunisienumerique.com/tunisie-belhassen-trabelsi-libere-sous-caution-par-les-autorites-judiciaires-
francaises/  
27

 http://www.rtci.tn/hopital-rabta-nombre-bebes-decedes-seleve-15/  
28

 https://bit.ly/2WBxnLi  
29

 https://www.huffpostmaghreb.com/entry/sommet-arabe-a-tunis-a-la-recherche-dun-second-
souffle_mg_5c913ff5e4b05d2b0955299a  

About: 

This is a weekly, non-exhaustive snapshot of regional, and international news regarding the 

politics of the North African region. Selections demonstrate varying perspectives and 

opinions from French, Arabic and English media sources. Taking such an approach enables 

regional trends to be observed and documented so they may be used and applied in our 

detailed research projects. 
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